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Dear Roy, Ashley, Andrew, Paul, Debra, Jane, May Kay, Jack, Ann Marie and Joe.
Thank you for selecting Go2Africa to arrange your trip to Africa. This document includes the information required for your trip to Africa.  

The contact details for the travel services we have reserved for you can be found in the BRIEF ITINERARY and on your VOUCHERS. Additional contact information is included in the CONTACTS section of your itinerary. We have also included travel information, some of which is important, some of which informative.

Should you experience any dissatisfaction during your vacation, in the first instance please contact the supplier as listed on your itinerary, in the event of accommodation dissatisfaction please contact the Manager of the property. Should your problem remain unresolved please do not hesitate to contact Go2Africa during office hours on +27 (0) 21 481 4900 or on our emergency cell phone no +27 (0) 83 299 5641, which is available 7 days a week, 365 days a year and manned by experienced senior members of our team. 

Go2Africa can't control some things, like the weather or technical problems, but we will be there to help you if something goes wrong that you can't solve yourself. In this instance we'll work with our partners and do all possible to resolve the problem as quickly as possible.

Please make sure that you have your vouchers with you when you check into a property as this is your form of confirmation of your booking and payment. 
WE WISH YOU A SAFE TRIP, FILLED WITH EXCITEMENT AND HAPPY MEMORIES.

JANINE KROOK
BRIEF ITINERARY AND SUMMARY OF SERVICES

	DAY
	SERVICE
	PROVIDER
	CONTACT

	Fri
27 Jul


	Arrive at OR Tambo International Airport (formerly known as Johannesburg International Airport) 
Walk to the Intercontinental Airport Sun Hotel

	Own Arrangements
	

	
	Soweto Tour – The driver will meet you in the hotel lobby

1:30 – Giampoli, Haben Petruccelli
3:30 – Leary, Lanphere


	Imbizo Tours
	+27 083 700 9098

	Sat
28 Jul
	Make your way to OR Tambo International Airport and proceed to the Sefofane Air Charter check in – check-in time at 08h00

	Own Arrangements
	

	
	Private light aircraft transfer from OR Tambo International Airport to Ongava Lodge, Etosha, via Windhoek Eros airport  – dep at 10h00 arr at 15h40

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS A 15kg LUGGAGE RESTRICTION IN SOFT BAGS ONLY
Please note that you will still have a stop over at either Eros airport to clear customs before continuing to Ongava Lodge


	Sefofane Air Charter
	+263-13-4576 

	
	Arrive at the Ongava airstrip around 15h40 and transfer to Ongava Lodge

	Wilderness Safaris
	+264 (61)274 500

	
	Spend 3 nights at Ongava Lodge in 5 x double rooms on a full board basis, inclusive of lodge based game activities & local drinks (excluding premium imports) (Guide room provided for the pilot)

	Wilderness Safaris
	+264 (61)274 500

	Tue
31 Jul
	Private light aircraft flight from Ongava Lodge dep at +- 10h30 arriving at Sossusvlei Mountain Lodge at +-12h30

	Sefofane Air Charter
	+263-13-4576 

	
	Spend 2 nights at Sossusvlei Mountain Lodge in 4 x twin villas with private en-suite facilities. Accommodation is on a full board basis and includes; activities within the NamibRand Nature Reserve, soft drinks, house wine, local brand spirits and beers and laundry (Guide room provided for the pilot)

	CC Africa
	+27 083 280 7260

	Wed
01 Aug


	Today you will be picked up early in the morning for their hot air balloon safari. After the safari you will enjoy a champagne breakfast  - pick up time to be advised by the lodge

	CC Africa
	+27 083 280 7260

	
	Enjoy an afternoon Sossusvlei excursion – departure time to be advised by the lodge

	CC Africa
	+27 083 280 7260

	Thu
02 Aug


	Private charter from Sossusvlei to Eros Airport - refuel – dep at 07h30 arr at 08h25
Private charter from Eros Airport to Polokwane - clear customs – dep at 09h25 arr at 14h50
Private charter from Polokwane to Ulusaba airstrip dep at  15h50 arr at 16h40 

	CC Africa
	+27 083 280 7260

	
	PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS A 15kg LUGGAGE RESTRICTION IN SOFT BAGS ONLY


	CC Africa
	+27 083 280 7260

	
	Spend 3 nights at Exeter Dulini Lodge inclusive of all meals, teas/coffees, beverages, 2 game drives per day, nature walks, laundry, emergency medical evacuation insurance 
(Guide room provided for the pilot included at Exeter River Lodge)

	CC Africa
	+27 31 583 2840

	Sun
05 Aug


	Transfer from Exeter to Ulusaba Airstrip – Transfer time to be advised

Depart at 09h00 for your private charter from Ulusaba airstrip to Polokwane arr at 09h50 – clear customs  

	Sefofane Air Charter
	+11 701 3700  

	
	Private charter from Polokwane to Lusaka dep at 10h50 arr at 14h15
Private charter from Lusaka to Mfuwe Airport dep at 15h00 arr at 16h30
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS A 15kg LUGGAGE RESTRICTION IN SOFT BAGS ONLY


	Sefofane Air Charter
	+ 11 701 3700  

	
	Transfer from Mfuwe Airport to Luangwa River Lodge in the South Luangwa National Park

	Luanga River Lodge 
	+26 06 246031 

	
	Spend 3 nights at Luangwa River Lodge inclusive of all meals, drinks, park fees and 2 game drives per day

	Luanga River Lodge
	+26 06 246031 

	Wed
08 Aug


	Transfer from Luangwa River Lodge to the Mfuwe Airport
	Luanga River Lodge
	+26 06 246031 

	
	Charter flight from Mfuwe Airport to Livingstone dep at 10h00 arr at 13h30 

	Sefofane Air Charter
	+ 11 701 3700  

	
	On arrival you will be met and transferred to Sussi Lodge

	Sanctuary Lodges
	+260 127 1508

	
	Spend 2 nights at Sussi Lodge fully inclusive of all meals, drinks, park fees and 2 activities per day

	Sanctuary Lodges
	+260 127 1508

	Thu
09 Aug


	Enjoy an Elephant back safari – pick up time between 06h30 and 07h00. You be return to the lodge at 10h30

	Sanctuary Lodges
	+260 127 1508

	
	Enjoy a Private sunset cruise. Pick up time 16h00. (cruise duration 1h 45min)

	ASL/Wild Horizons

	+263 13 44571

	Fri 
10 Aug


	Transfer from Sussi Lodge to Livingstone Airport
	Sanctuary Lodges
	+260 127 1508

	
	Arrive Livingstone Airport for flight CE 203 departing at 13h35 to OR Tambo International arriving at 15h15
This flight has been e-ticket. You will find a copy of the e-ticket confirmation attached. Please note that you will be required to produce picture identification when checking in.

You can visit: www.checkmytrip.com
Reference No:
 ZVR4J9 Haben/Lanphere/Leary(J)
ZVR2RS Giampoli/Petruccelli/Leary(A)


	Nationwide Airlines
	Please see contact list section


END OF SERVICES

DETAILED ITINERARY

Friday 27 July 




Arrive

Today you will arrive at the OR Tambo International Airport (formerly known as Johannesburg International Airport). After walking to the Intercontinental Airport Sun and checking-in, you will be met by your driver for a tour of Soweto. Dinner is provided in a local eatery.
Saturday 28 July 




Ongava Lodge
Today you will make your way to OR Tambo International Airport and proceed to the Sefofane Air Charter check in at the International Terminal – check-in time at 08h00 

Private light aircraft transfer from OR Tambo International Airport to Ongava Lodge, Etosha, via Windhoek Eros airport – dep at 10h00 arr at 15h40 - Please note that you will still have a stop over at either Eros airport to clear customs before continuing to Ongava Lodge

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS A 15kg LUGGAGE RESTRICTION IN SOFT BAGS ONLY

Upon your arrival at the Ongava airstrip around 15h30 and transfer to Ongava Lodge
Spend 3 nights at Ongava Lodge in 5 x double rooms on a full board basis, inclusive of lodge based game activities & local drinks (excluding premium imports) 
(Guide room provided for the pilot)
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Situated on a private game reserve bordering Namibia’s premier wildlife park, Etosha, lies the attractive thatched Ongava Lodge. Close to the game rich salt pans in the centre of the Park, the lodge offers the full Etosha experience while providing great accommodation and service. Ongava Lodge has 10 chalets which are built out of brick and thatch. The main lounge, bar and dining area offers wonderful views across the plains and floodlit waterhole. All the necessary comforts are taken care of. There is a swimming pool and a curio shop with a large variety of souvenirs and African gifts. Large herds of plains game concentrate around the waterholes in the dry season making for exciting game viewing in the Etosha wildlife park. Game drives offer you the opportunity to see Elephant, Lion, Leopard, Cheetah, Giraffe, Zebra, Wildebeest, Springbok and a variety of other deer. Birdlife is also good with ostrich and raptors in abundance. With the lodge as your base, night drives and nature walks on the private reserve can also be enjoyed, these being activities that are not allowed within Etosha itself. Ongava also offers you the chance of seeing both Black and White Rhino. Those that enjoy close wildlife encounters can venture on a guided White Rhino tracking expedition on foot. Each chalet has an en-suite bathroom with flush toilet, bath, shower and double hand basins. You are cooled by the air-conditioning in the rooms and overhead fans. The room’s glass fronted doors lead out onto a private covered verandah overlooking the bush. Dinner at Ongavo Lodge is a romantic affair. You can dine under the stars, whilst observing the comings and goings of wildlife to the waterhole. Picnics in the bush and exotic lunches at the lodge are included in the highlights.
Tuesday 31 July 




Sossusvlei Mountain Lodge
Today you will check in for your private light aircraft flight from Ongava Lodge dep at +- 10h30 arriving at Sossusvlei Mountain Lodge at +-12h30
Spend 2 nights at Sossusvlei Mountain Lodge in 4 x twin Villas with private en-suite facilities. Accommodation is on a full board basis and includes; activities within the NamibRand Nature Reserve, soft drinks, house wine, local brand spirits and beers and laundry 
(Guide room provided for the pilot)
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Experience the haunting beauty of the Namib Desert at Sossusvlei Mountain Lodge, situated in the foothills of the private NamibRand Nature Reserve in Namibia. The Namib, known as ‘The Living Desert’, is a world of vast space, endless horizons, dramatic desertscapes and jagged mountain heights. Led by Sossusvlei’s expert rangers and naturalists, explore the desert by quadbikes (all-terrain 4-wheeled motorcycles), open 4x4 vehicles, or even by hot-air balloons. Excursions to the famous Sossusvlei sand dunes, the highest in the world, and Sesriem Canyon will add to this unforgettable desert-safari experience. The split-level main lodge features a fire-lit bar, comfortable sitting room, mezzanine library with CD and book collection, swimming pool, wraparound verandas and African gift shop. The pool is fed by water from an underground spring. Sossusvlei Mountain Lodge is renowned for its luxurious and private accommodation set at the foot of a mountain overlooking the stark, yet beautiful Namib Desert. Designed to capture the splendour and solitude of the desert, each of the 10 stone and glass desert villas is set along the curve of the escarpment, affording absolute privacy. Each villa features a shaded and private veranda, split-level bedroom and living room with fireplace, glass-encased en suite bathroom with indoor and outdoor showers, fully-stocked personal bar, compact spotting scope and a service-intercom to the main lodge. A fine selection of wines from the walk-in wine cellar complements Pan-African cuisine, served in the glass-fronted dining room. At sunset, animals are drawn to a nearby waterhole, providing added enjoyment to a sundowner drink. Sossusvlei specialises in exciting bush breakfasts and dinners in dramatic desert location.    
Wednesday 01 August 



Hot Air Balloon Safari

Today you will be collected early morning to enjoy a hot air balloon safari. After the safari you will enjoy a champagne breakfast - pick up time to be advised by the lodge
You will also enjoy an afternoon Sossusvlei excursion – departure time to be advised by the lodge.

Thursday 02 August 



Exeter Dulini Lodge

Private charter from Sossusvlei to Eros Airport - refuel – dep at 07h30 arr at 08h25.  Continue on by private charter from Eros Airport to Polokwane - clear customs – dep at 09h25 arr at 14h50. Continue on by private charter from Polokwane to Ulusaba airstrip dep at 15h50 arr at 16h40 
Transfer from the airstrip to Exeter Dulini Lodge
Spend 3 nights at Exeter Dulini Lodge inclusive of all meals, teas/coffees, beverages, 2 game drives per day, nature walks, laundry, and emergency medical evacuation insurance (Guide room provided for the pilot included at Exeter River Lodge)
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Exeter Game Lodges are situated in the Sabi Sand Private Game Reserve. The reserve covers an area of 65000 hectares and is situated along the western edge of the Kruger National Park. Within the Reserve is a collection of the worlds finest Game Lodges of which Exeter ranks amongst the top. The Sabi Sand Private Game Reserve was originally cut off from the greater Kruger National Park by a game proof fence, which was removed in 1993, allowing animals’ free movement between the Kruger National Park and the private reserves. The name `Exeter` originates from the original British land surveyors who named the properties after towns and countries in England. Many properties changed their names, but for historical reasons, Exeter retained its original name. Exeter is "Big Seven" country, and the area is world-renowned as the best venue for close up sightings of Africa's great cats - lion, leopard and cheetah. Open vehicle game drives with professional rangers and trackers allow you to experience wildlife at its finest. The beauty of Dulini Bush Lodge lies in the exclusivity of its luxurious accommodation. Embraced under a leafy canopy of Ebony Trees, six traditionally thatched suites, grace the banks of the Mabrak Riverbed.  Each suite is individual in character ranging from the old world charm of the Classic Safari Suites; a marriage of African and colonial elegance in the African Heritage Suites; and ethnic tranquillity in the African Contemporary Suites. The subtle blend of pan-African art and the traditional safari theme, achieves an enchantingly eclectic style epitomizing the African Renaissance. The lodge has hosted numerous VIP's including 2 heads of state, international ambassadors and influential captains of industry. It has been the gem of a leading corporation for many years and always held in high esteem by the executive elite who had rights to use it for corporate entertainment.  It has consequently always held a sense of enigma as it has never been open to the public or advertised in any way. This magnificent lodge is probably the best-kept secret within in the Sabi Sands Private Reserve. Each day offers an inspirational immersion in conservation and harmony. The vast knowledge and interpretive skills of your ranger and tracker, who escort you in an open Land Rover, make for an exceptional wildlife encounter. Bird-watching and dining under the ancient Jackalberry Tree, a brisk work out in the well-equipped gym, or simply relaxing in privacy beside the sparkling pool on the deck of your suite offer delightful diversions for those resistant to the seduction of siesta.

Sunday 05 August 



Luangwa River Lodge
Today you will be transferred from Exeter to Ulusaba Airstrip – Transfer time to be advised

Depart at 09h00 for your private charter from Ulusaba airstrip to Polokwane arr at 09h50 – clear customs. Continue on the Private charter from Polokwane to Lusaka dep at 10h50 arr at 14h15. Private charter from Lusaka to Mfuwe Airport dep at 15h00 arr at 16h30

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS A 15kg LUGGAGE RESTRICTION IN SOFT BAGS ONLY

You will be transferred from Mfuwe Airport to Luangwa River Lodge in the South Luangwa National Park
Spend 3 nights at Luangwa River Lodge inclusive of all meals, drinks, park fees and 2 game drives per day
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The Luangwa Valley, which marks the end of the Great Rift Valley, is one of the last unspoilt wilderness areas and possibly the finest wildlife sanctuary in Africa. It covers an area of over 9000 sq. km. through which the meandering Luangwa River runs. The ox bow lagoons, woodland and plains of the valley host huge concentrations of game - including elephant, buffalo, leopard, lion, giraffe, hippo - and over 400 species of birds. Nestled under an ancient ebony grove on the banks of the Luangwa River overlooking the Wafwa Oxbow Lagoon, Luangwa River Lodge offers open plan lounges, with dining under the endless canopy of African stars. The Lodge’s gentle but exquisite décor fuses vibrant earth tones and raw materials such as palm stalks, indigenous timber, thatch and red earthen plaster, create a strikingly elegant yet warm and tactile atmosphere that rejects the rigidity of modern life making way for the natural flow of Africa's endless wide open spaces. Luangwa River Lodge has all the creature comforts of a 5 star lodge, yet with all the intimacy, tailored activities and flexible mealtimes you come to expect from a bushcamp as we only cater for up to 10 guests at any one time. Luangwa River Lodge specialises in both driving and walking photographic safaris (with an armed escort scout and guide) so to maximise your bush experience at your own pace with safety and pleasure being at the forefront of any activity conducted. 
Wednesday 08 August 



Sussi Lodge
Today you will be transferred from Luangwa River Lodge to the Mfuwe Airport.  
Upon your arrival check in for your private charter flight to Livingstone dep at 10h00 arr at 13h30. On arrival you will be met and transferred to Sussi Lodge
Spend 2 nights at Sussi Lodge fully inclusive of all meals, drinks, park fees and 2 activities per day
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Sussi & Chuma, named after David Livingstone’s faithful friends, consists of an exclusive, upmarket lodge which takes full advantage of its enchanting river-bank setting. Fill up your senses with a night in the forest canopy: luxuriate in your beautiful tree house overlooking the broad Zambezi River, just upstream of the Falls themselves. Sussi & Chuma, named after David Livingstone’s faithful friends, consists of an exclusive, upmarket lodge which takes full advantage of its enchanting river-bank setting. Guest accommodation consists of 10 luxury tree-houses, built into the living canopy of giant ebony trees lining the bank. Each unit has a private view of the Zambezi from its own deck among the branches. The main lodge building features a spectacular raised bar/lounge deck, open air dining area, swimming pool and lawns sweeping down to the water’s edge.  Resident wildlife, such as hippopotamus and elephant, is likely to wander through the Lodge grounds at any time, since in the National Park they have priority. A wide choice of activities adds to the attractions of this elegant, secluded retreat.

Thursday 09 August 



Elephant back safari 
This morning you will enjoy an Elephant back safari – pick up time between 06h30 and 07h00. You be dropped back at the lodge at 10h30
In the afternoon you will enjoy a Private sunset cruise. Pick up time 16h00. (Cruise duration 1h 45min)
Friday 10 August 




Depart
Today you will be transferred from Sussi Lodge to Livingstone Airport in time for the check in of your flight
Proceed to check in for flight CE 203 departing at 13h35 to OR Tambo International arriving at 15h15
This flight has been e-ticket. You will find a copy of the e-ticket confirmation attached. Please note that you will be required to produce picture identification when checking in.

You can visit: www.checkmytrip.com


Reference No:

ZVR4J9 Haben/Lanphere/Leary(J)
ZVR2RS Giampoli/Petruccelli/Leary(A)

END OF SERVICES

 USEFUL AND IMPORTANT TRIP INFORMATION

Thank you for booking your vacation with Go2Africa

Everything has been organized and all that’s left for you to do is enjoy yourself. To help you settle in to your vacation, we have put together a few helpful facts and tips. Have a wonderful time!

Please note that it is important to reconfirm all your international flights arrangements with the relevant airline at least 72 hours prior to departure. Some airlines cancel the flight reservations if they are not reconfirmed.  
Please ask the lodge / hotel for assistance. For the most up to date departure and arrival times you can log onto www.checkmytrip.com. Your reference number can be found in your brief itinerary (if you have booked your flights with us)
Please read through the pre-departure information and take note of the luggage allowances and malaria precautions, where necessary. This information is included to ensure you have all the information required to ensure your vacation runs smoothly and that no unexpected surprises await you.
Please take note that not all airlines offer meals and beverages complimentary and that you might have to pay a small fee when ordering a snack or beverage from the cabin crew.

Before You Go
It’s always better not to stand out as a tourist when you visit a foreign country. Be discreet with your valuables and equipment such as cameras. Also remember that if you travel light you will be more likely to have a free hand, will be less tired and therefore less likely to set your luggage down, leaving it unattended. 

Carry the minimum amount of valuables necessary for your trip. When you have to carry them on your person, conceal them in several places rather than putting them all in one wallet or pouch. Inside pockets, a sturdy shoulder bag with the strap worn across your chest or a pouch or money belt worn under your clothing are generally the safest options for passports, cash, credit cards, cameras etc. If you wear glasses, pack an extra pair. Bring them and any medicines you need in your carry-on luggage. 

Medication

Keep medicines in their original, labeled containers. Bring copies of your prescriptions and the generic names for the drugs. Carry a letter from your doctor attesting to your need to take the drug. If you have any doubt about the legality, consult the embassy or consulate of that country first. 

Passports and Visas

A valid passport is required for all international travel. In most cases passports must be valid for a minimum of 6 months after your return date, however depending upon your nationality this could be more (please check with your embassy for travel to your destination). In some cases foreign passport holders require entry, re-entry or departure permits and/or visas to enter a country. Please contact the relevant authorities in good time to check and arrange the necessary permits or visas PRIOR to your departure. Go2Africa cannot be held responsible if visa applications are denied for any reason, nor can we be held responsible for any changes of cost or requirements, delays or loss of passports caused by the consulates concerned. 

Please note that for East African USD cash is accepted as payment for visas (credit cards are not accepted) - please ensure that you have the correct denomination as change is not always available

Please note that anyone traveling to South Africa must have two consecutive blank pages in their passport which lie side by side when the passport is open (i.e. a left and a right hand page).  Passengers travelling to South Africa with passports which do not comply with these requirements will either be prevented from boarding the aircraft or risk deportation on arrival in South Africa.  In addition, a parent travelling with children, WITHOUT the other parent, will need a letter of consent from the absent parent. The letter of consent must be certified by the police.

Most Visitors to Mozambique will require at least 2 clear pages within their passport for the Mozambique Visa. This is in addition to any pages they will require within their passport for visits to other countries during their stay. Clients must confirm their visa requirements with their own country of nationality consulate

Other documents that may be required during your journey are an international driver’s license, inoculation certificates and airline, car, hotel and tour vouchers. Please ensure that you check these prior to your departure. 

For Zambia, we can arrange a visa waiver for most nationalities (not all) so that you do not have to pay the visa fee on arrival. We require full names, passport numbers, nationalities and passport expiry dates in order to do this. This is not guaranteed and if the visa waiver is not granted, you will need to pay for the visa on arrival – between US$30 and US$100 per person depending on nationality. US citizens to pay US$100 for a transit visa fee in addition to departure tax. (See below)
Airport/Departure Taxes

 

Livingstone (ZAMBIA)
 

USD30.00 DEPARTURE TAX (IN CASH AT AIRPORT)
LUGGAGE RESTRICTION

Please note that if you are travelling on a charter flight (NelAir, Federal Air, Pelican Air, Sefofane Air, etc) there is a maximum restriction of 15 kg in soft bags.

A Few Things to Bring AND Leave Behind

· 2 photocopies of your passport identification page, airline tickets, driver’s license, credit cards, travelers check serial numbers

· Leave one copy of each at home with friends or family

· Keep the other copy in a place separate from where you carry your valuables

· Keep a record of what travelers checks you have used

· Leave a copy of your itinerary with family or friends in case they need to contact you in an emergency

· If you lose your passport report the loss as soon as possible to your country's embassy or consulate, and to the local police

SEASONS AND CLIMATE

Namibia

Summer:
November - April, days are generally hot and sunny. Daytime temperatures can rise to 35ºC and night temperatures drop to around 14ºC - 18ºC. The coastal region is cool and dry throughout the year. The rainy season runs from February to March and average rainfall varies from less than 50mm along the coast to 350mm in the central region and 700mm in the far north-eastern region.


Winter: 
May - October, days are dry, sunny and mild to warm while evening temperatures drop sharply. Daytime temperatures generally reach 23ºC and can drop to as low as 0ºC - 10ºC at night. It can be quite cold and windy at the coast, for which warm clothing and a windbreaker are necessary.

South Africa

Summer: September – April

Winter: May – August


South Africa is a big country just south of the tropic of Capricorn, but it is the topography and surrounding oceans that influence its climate, rather than the latitude. Although the climate varies from region to region, it is generally mild and sunny throughout the year. On the whole it is a dry country with a mean annual rainfall of 502 mm. Snowfall is limited to the highest mountain peaks. Summer temperatures average between 15-30ºC (60-96ºF) at midday. KwaZulu-Natal has a sub- tropical climate with high humidity in summer. The southern Gauteng region has hot summers with occasional thundershowers and frosty winters, while the eastern part of this region (known as the Lowveld) enjoys mild winters. The Cape interior and the Free State have similar weather conditions to the southern Gauteng region. The Western Cape region has a Mediterranean climate with warm, dry summers and cold, wet winters.

Zambia

Summer: November - March

Winter: April – August


Zambia's elevation on a plateau gives it a moderate to tropical climate. There are three seasons, cool and dry from April to August, hot and dry from September to October and warm and wet from November to March. Average daytime temperatures range from 23º C in winter to 30º C in summer, when conditions can be humid. In the river valleys of the Zambezi and Luangwa it only becomes very hot in the month of October.

Winter evenings are cold in Livingstone. Most lodges are open-fronted and although hot water bottles are provided, no electric heating is provided. It is advisable to bring warm clothing and expect low temperatures at night.

Departure tax

Please note that an amount of 30 USD per person is to be paid directly at Livingstone Airport 

US citizens to pay US$100 for a transit visa fee in addition to departure tax.
BAGGAGE ON SAFARI

Please always enquire with your consultant before you leave on your trip. Baggage on safari should be carefully considered. One soft-sided bag and one smaller piece of hand luggage per person is recommended. In total this should not weigh more than 15kgs for most East Africa domestic flights, and 10kgs on small Southern Africa charter flights. Travelers may be made to pay for an extra seat on a charter flight if the luggage is heavier than 10kg. This allowance includes camera equipment. Suitcases and other heavier items can usually be stored in city hotels while clients are on safari. The above is a guide line as this varies from country to country please ask your consultant for more information.

Clothing for your safari

Days on safari are generally hot and you will most likely find yourself wearing shorts and a t-shirt. In the early mornings and evenings long sleeved shirts and pants are recommended, both to take the bite out of the chilly air and to protect you from mosquitoes. Should you be particularly sensitive to the sun a loose cotton shirt is essential during the day, as is a good sunscreen. For those colder mornings always remember that layering your clothing helps keep you warm and is a convenient way to ensure you’re wearing what you need as the day heats up. Some lodges have a dress code, but this is quite liberal, with some restrictions on shorts and swimsuits in the evening. Dull and/or neutral colours are suitable for safari, white is not practical. It is best to pack hardy, durable clothing

What to pack

· sun block, sunglasses, wide brimmed hat, insect repellent 

· blouses / shirts with long sleeves (even in summer, they will protect you from the sun and from mosquitoes) 

· t-shirts 

· shorts or a light skirt 

· cotton pants or safari trousers for evenings and cooler days 

· fleece or sweater and a warm jacket for game drives (necessary, even in summer) 

· 1 pair sandals or rubber thongs (for showers and boats)

· comfortable walking shoes 

· track suit - good for sleeping in during winter months 

· light, compact raincoat is a good idea for the summer 

· swimsuit, as most hotels/lodges have swimming pools 

· binoculars and a camera are a must.

Winter evenings and early mornings in Botswana, Zimbabwe and Zambia can be COLD. Please ensure you bring a warm fleece, gloves and a beanie for early morning and evening game drives.

Important note for travelers to Botswana and Zimbabwe

Please note that CAMOUFLAGE-patterned clothing is not permitted. This mainly applies to any clothing that can be construed as mimicking military-wear. You are urged not to wear, or even carry any military-inspired clothing while traveling in this region. 

Camping safaris: A towel, torch and sleeping bag (sleeping bags can be hired from most safari operators). 
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MALARIA

An African vacation often means that you will find yourself in a malaria area. Malaria is prevalent throughout Africa and Go2Africa cannot stress too highly the importance of taking the correct precautions against it. Many travelers come to Africa every year and go home healthier than they were before they arrived so, by merely taking a few simple precautions and following some of our guidelines, you can too. We must stress that we at Go2Africa are not doctors and therefore it is vital you speak to your doctor about Malaria at least 3 weeks before entering a malaria area. Obtaining the correct medication is vital to ensuring your continued good health and as certain areas have strains of Malaria that are resistant to different drugs it is imperative you be as detailed as possible about your itinerary when consulting your doctor.

Prevention and Treatment

If you don’t get bitten you can’t get malaria and since prevention is always better than cure here are some guidelines to help you avoid being bitten. 

The malaria carrying mosquito is a silent mosquito which doesn’t buzz to warn you of its presence. It can bite you at any time of the day, but is generally more active from dusk till dawn. It’s always a good idea to put on light coloured long sleeved tops and long pants just before sunset. Loose fitting clothing helps more than tight tops and wearing socks is a good idea. Mosquitoes can bite through thin clothing so it’s important to spray your insect repellent on both your exposed and covered skin. You will find that most of the lodges have screened windows and doors, mosquito nets, air conditioning and fans. These will help you prevent being bitten, but are not completely safe so alternate precautions should always be used. 

Anti-malaria medication

All the malaria prevention medicines must be started before you travel, some up to 3 weeks prior to you leaving so ensure you visit your doctor well in advance. Malaria in parts of Africa north of South Africa has become resistant to Chloroquine so remember to inform your doctor of exactly where you are going so the most effective treatment for you can be prescribed. There are a number of different drugs on the market and since your doctor knows your medical history he/she will be able to best recommend the right one for you.

Scuba diving and anti-malaria medication
The compressed nitrogen that divers breathe can have an effect on the brain, in severe cases causing nitrogen narcosis. It is believed that the anti-malarial drug Lariam (and others that contain mefloquine) may interact adversely with compressed nitrogen, leading to an increased risk of confusion or disorientation. Divers are therefore advised to avoid using Lariam (and other drugs that contain mefloquine) when diving. Alternative anti-malarial drugs are available which do not have the contraindications that Lariam carries. Divers are advised to consult an expert in travel medicine before departure, to establish which anti-malarial would be best for them personally.
Always tell your doctor or pharmacist: 

· if you are pregnant, planning a pregnancy or breastfeeding      

· if you suffer from any diseases or conditions 

· if you are taking any regular medications 

· if a child is traveling with you. 

Side effects and early diagnosis
If you suffer from side effects, try taking your malaria prophylactics at night, after dinner, as this usually minimizes the effect of the symptoms. Doxycycline, an antibiotic, is one form of anti-malaria medication that makes certain people sensitive to the sun, so always wear extra sunblock. It also negates the effect of the contraceptive pill.

Remember to take your medicines regularly while you are away, and continue taking them for four further weeks after leaving the malaria area, with the exception of Malarone, which only needs to be continued for one week after leaving. 

Always suspect malaria and seek urgent medical advice if you develop a fever or flu-like illness whilst you are away (even if you are taking preventive medicines) or up to a year after you return, in particular in the first three months.

GENERAL HEALTH TIPS

General Health Tips

Nothing can spoil your holiday more than getting ill far from home. 

There are a number of health issues you should be aware of: 

The sun

Africa generally has a warm sunny climate and you should wear sunscreen and a hat whenever you are out of doors during the day, particularly between 10am and 4pm, regardless of whether there is cloud cover or not. Sunglasses are also recommended. 

Drinking Water

Different countries, and even areas, have different qualities of tap water so it is generally best to enquire upon arrival whether it is safe to drink. Even so in some areas, the water is mineral-rich, and you may experience a bit of gastric distress for a day or two until you get used to it. Drinking water straight from rivers and streams could put you at risk of waterborne diseases – especially downstream of human settlements. The water in mountain streams, however, is often pure and wonderful. Bottled mineral water, both sparkling and still, is readily available in most places but is very expensive in East Africa and at most game lodges. 
Other Health Issues
· Bilharzia can be a problem in some of the rivers and lakes, but it is easily detected and treated if it is caught early.
· Check with the locals to ensure swimming is safe.
· Ticks generally come out in early spring and may carry tickbite fever, which is easily treated.
· Check yourself for ticks after walking through bush or long grass.
HIV / AIDS

HIV is a serious health concern worldwide but it is an easily preventable disease. HIV is not transmitted through casual contact; air, food, or water routes; contact with inanimate objects; or by mosquitoes or other arthropod vectors. The use of any public conveyance (e.g., an airplane, an automobile, a boat, a bus, or a train) by persons with AIDS or HIV infection does not pose a risk of infection for other travelers.
Travelers are generally only at risk if they -

· Have sexual contact (heterosexual or homosexual) with an infected person. 

· Use or allow the use of contaminated, unsterilized syringes or needles for any injections or other procedures that pierce the skin, including acupuncture, use of illicit drugs, steroid or vitamin injections, medical or dental procedures, ear or body piercing, or tattooing.

Hepatitis 

When traveling north of South Africa it is recommended that you ensure you are inoculated against both Hepatitis A and B.
Hepatitis A

Hepatitis A is acquired principally from contaminated food and drink.

What can be done to prevent Hepatitis A?
Practice good personal hygiene. Always wash your hands when cleaning or after using the toilet, and before preparing or eating food.  Avoid foods that could be contaminated, such as under-cooked shellfish.  When traveling to developing countries, drink only bottled or boiled water (unless you have been informed the water is safe), don't use ice, and don't eat raw fruits or vegetables unless they've been peeled. 

A safe and effective vaccine giving at least ten years protection is available against hepatitis A. 

Hepatitis B 

This is a potentially fatal disease acquired by contact with contaminated body fluids.

What can be done to prevent hepatitis B?
Avoid high-risk behaviors and ensure good personal hygiene when sharing food, kitchens, and bathrooms. Don't share razors, toothbrushes or pierced earrings with anyone. Contaminated medical equipment is a common source of infection amongst travelers, usually in lesser developed countries, so in the event of an injury ensure your health care is up to standard
An effective vaccine is available against hepatitis B.

Tetanus 

All travelers should be in date for tetanus immunization as the disease is spread throughout the world and is potentially a hazard to life. A booster dose is given as a single injection.

Yellow Fever
If you are traveling from a yellow-fever endemic area (the yellow fever belt of Africa or South America), you will need certification to prove your inoculation status when you arrive. It is recommended that you have the required inoculations four to six weeks before you travel (a yellow fever inoculation certificate only becomes valid 10 days after inoculation - after which it remains valid for 10 years.

This includes travel to and from Tanzania and Zanzibar. Please consult the embassy or consulate of the countries to which you are traveling for updated information.

The Centres for Disease Control and Prevention website also contains useful information for travelers: www.cdc.gov
RESPECTING WILDLIFE AND SAFETY ON SAFARI

· Wild animals are not like those found in theme parks – they aren’t tame. 
· Most safari camps are unfenced and dangerous animals can (and do!) wander through the camps. Many of the animals and reptiles you will see are potentially dangerous. Attacks by wild animals are rare. However, there are no guarantees that such incidents will not occur so be cautious.

· Listen to the camp staff and guides. Safety precautions need to be taken seriously, and strictly adhered to. 

· Do not wander off on your own without a guide – even to your room. After retiring for the night, don’t leave your room. 

· Observe animals silently and with a minimum of disturbance to their natural activities as loud talking will frighten the animals away.

· Never attempt to attract an animal's attention. Don't imitate animal sounds, clap your hands, pound the vehicle or throw objects.

· Respect your rangers’ judgment about proximity to lions, cheetahs and leopards. Don't insist that he take the vehicle closer so you can get a better photograph.  A vehicle driven too close can hinder a hunt or cause animals to abandon a hard-earned meal.

· Do not feed or approach any wild animal on foot.  

· Smoking is not allowed on game drives. 

· Do not use your cellphone on a game drive
CONTACTS

Go2Africa emergency cell phone number:
+27 (0) 83 299 5641
Go2Africa office number:


+27 (0) 21 481 4900
Go2Africa fax number:


+27 (0) 21 426 5339
 

TOLL FREE NUMBER: 0800 AFRICA (for use within South Africa)
 

 SOUTH AFRICA TOURIST HOTLINE:

(0)83 1236789 (within SA)

RECONFIRMING FLIGHTS
Please ensure that all your onward flights are reconfirmed at least 72 hours prior to flying. Some airlines cancel the flight reservations if they are not reconfirmed, such as LAM and Air Botswana airlines.
Listed below are some helpful telephone numbers to assist you in reconfirming your flights. Or you can log onto www.checkmytrip.com. Your reference number will be found in the detailed itinerary if your flights were booked through us. Please take note that not all airlines offer meals and beverages complimentary and that you might have to pay a small fee when ordering a snack or beverage from the cabin crew.

NOTE: The first 2-3 numbers indicate the country code. The code in parentheses is the city code.  Omit the ‘0’ when dialling within the country.

Nationwide
South Africa
+27 0 861 737737


Johannesburg
+27 (0)11 390 1660


Livingstone
+260 1 234451

SAA
Johannesburg
+27 (0)11 978-1111


Cape Town
+27 (0)21 936 1111


Victoria Falls
+263(04)808678 – representative 

EMBASSY AND CONSULATE NUMBERS

Pretoria, SOUTH AFRICA:
country code +27 

United States

Tel:  (0) 12 342 1048


Fax: (0) 12 342 2244

CONCLUSION

We hope this information has been helpful. Travelling to Africa is always an amazing adventure - there is so much to see and so much fun to be had. From the moment you step onto the plane you are on holiday. Africa runs at African time, and African time ticks by slowly, so prepare to relax, accept and enjoy your holiday. Leave the hustle and bustle of your world behind and prepare to enter one where the rising and setting of the African sun dictates your day, where wild animals, untouched beaches and friendly people surround you. 

Welcome to Africa!


Go2Africa


P O Box 16194


Vlaeberg, 8018


South Africa


Tel: +27 (0)21 481 4900


Fax: +27 (0)21 4265339


Cell: +27 (0) 83 299 5641


Website: www.go2africa.com
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